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Focused on Scientific Issues in Clinical Practice: Analysis of the Applications Awarded
Supports on the Topic of “Exploration of Scientific Issues Originating from Clinical

Practice” by the National Natural Science Foundation of China

Gang Yao Minghe Huo Liwei Han Yuangui Zhu” Ruijuan Sun”

Department of Health Sciences s National Natural Science Foundation of China s Beijing 100085

Abstract Basic research driven by clinical issues is not only a source of raising major medical scientific
questions and obtaining original innovations, but also an important way to realize the transition from basic
research to clinical practice and improve the level of clinical diagnosis and treatment. Since 2021, the
Department of Health Sciences in the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) has
established a special funding program entitled “Exploration of Scientific Problems Originating from Clinical
Practice” as a part of General Program, further optimizing the funding layout of NSFC in medical field,
encouraging a clinical issue-oriented approach in basic medical research, and promoting medical science and
technology innovation. This paper introduces the purpose and positioning of the program, summarizes the
application and funding situation from 2021 to 2022, and put forwards suggestions on related issues for

applicants, reviewers, and research management personnel.

Keywords National Natural Science Fund; clinical practice; scientific issues; clinical special projects; basic

research
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